The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention's (CDC's) Coordinating Center for Health Promotion (CoCHP) has a special focus on healthy people across the lifespan, one of the primary goals of CDC (2) . During this year's National Health Promotion Conference (September 12-14, 2006), the partners of CoCHP came together to explore public health concerns in chronic disease, reproductive health, disability, birth defects, and genomics. CoCHP's mission requires an understanding of multiple topics, and each program within the coordinating center has depth and breadth in its body of scientific and programmatic knowledge. Yet all these fields address the same life stages across diverse populations; it is conceivable that a single individual might be a candidate for most of these programs at some point in life.
It is a paradox of public health that it must pull apart the elements of health to examine each aspect before putting them together again to implement successful programs. Like Spider Woman, professionals in these fields connect to a web of activities to promote good health. In this issue, Preventing Chronic Disease honors this web with reports that connect multiple concepts. We thank Dr. Karen Steinberg, senior science officer of CoCHP, for serving as guest editor for this issue. Start with any article and follow the threads. Find the thread that starts with physical activity and obesity concerns and connects to low-income women (3), American Indians (4), and Hispanic populations (5) . Or the thread that travels through the life stages: children (6), young adults (7), midlife women (3), and older adults (8) . Or other threads that identify connections among people, environments, and exposures of concern to public health practice.
More broadly, the public health web connects across diverse partners and programs. Here are a few examples within CoCHP: These examples imply additional layers of connections such as universities, professional organizations, and states that participate in multiple networks; populations that receive attention on multiple fronts; and health conditions that are addressed in multiple programs. The threads of these partnerships are numerous and overlapping.
The Spider Woman stories did not end with her role in the creation of the earth. She continued to protect her people by teaching them to grow corn, make clay pots, and spin and weave. In her grandmother role she provided advice as people traveled across the world to new homes, and through her silk threads she maintained the connections of all humankind. Like the web of connection that Spider Woman offered, public health requires an interconnected framework to support good health throughout our lives.
